
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

During the I 990s rapid population growth occurred in the immediatewatershedof

CanyonLake in Coma! County. This CanyonLakeRegionalFacility PlanningProjectwas performedto

assessthe needfor infrastructureto protectthe quality of CanyonLakewaters. It addressesthe needfor

centralwastewatercollection andtreatmentfacilities, and alsothe needfor controlsof stormwaterrunoff

in an urbanizingarea. The studyinvolved closecoordinationwith atechnicalsteeringcommitteeselected

to representa broad cross-sectionof study arearesidentsand interests. The purposeof the steering

committee was to guide the study on a range of future growth scenarios,planning objectives,and

measures.

This planning study was performedin coordinationwith the Guadalupe-BlancoRiver

Authority (GBRA) andComalCounty, the TexasWaterDevelopmentBoard(TWDB), and PBS&J. The

TWDB providedgrantfundingfor this projectthroughthe Researchaiid PlanningFund.

Developmentscenarioswere quantified using various methodsincluding estimatesof

loading from eachtype of wastewatersystemand the loadsfrom runoff of rainwater in the watershed.

The loadingsfrom eachscenariowererelatedto reservoirwaterqualityusingsimplemodelsof reservoir

systemwater quality. A specific aspectaddressedin this task is the relative performanceof regional

wastewatercollectionandtreatmentversuson-sitetreatmentin protectinggroundwaterresources.

The studyteamwith steeringcommitteeinput createda preferredregional waterquality

protectionplan, including a facility plan to encouragecentralizationof wastewatertreatmentfor new

development,giving considerationto structuraland non-structuralalternatives. A set of water quality

protectionalternativeswas developedconsideringthe waterquality effects addressedaboveandthe fiscal

implicationsofthe alternatives.Specific watershedmanagementpracticeswere recommendedthatcan be

implementedby local governmentandtheGBRA.

At the end of the study a disagreementarose within the steeringcommitteeover the

desirability of including provision for central wastewatersystemsin the study recommendations.The

basic issueswere concernsthat wastewatercollection systemscan leak and pollute the Trinity aquifer,

and that they might encouragegrowth in the area. Attemptswere made to find common ground and

measuresto reduce the potential for leakageto a level less than allowed for the EdwardsAquifer

RechargeZone are discussedin the final recommendations.However, it was not possibleto reacha

consensuswithin the steering committee on this point. The positions taken and attemptsto reach

accommodationwith the minority view are reflectedin AttachmentD.
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