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 History ς Steam-Boat Traffic  
 
 



Å1848 ς Newspaper discuss Steamboat Traffic ς logs were issue 

Å1857 ς 1st Navigation Project awards to GB Dycus  to remove jams 
ïTo removal log below City of Victoria 

ïFunding by City ς County - State of Texas @ $22,900 

Å1860 ς Railroad built and provides completion 

Å1860s ς Civil War interrupted Navigation 
Å1875 ς Chief Report by COE discuss large jams  

Å1880 ς Fritz Berner ς Barges freights but logs are issue 

Å1890 ς Sand & Gravel Company start barging operation 

Å1907 ς River & Harbor Act (1907) ς Clears Channel to Victoria  

 

 Delta History ς Log Jams  
 



Excerpts from: 
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS TO THE SECRETARY OF WAR FOR THE YEAR 1875 

EXAMINATION OF THE GUADALUPE RIVER BELOW GONZALES, TEXAS 
JULY THRU SEPTEMBER 1874 

òThe character of and the obstructions in the river between 
Gonzales and i ts mouth may be considered to consist of two: 
the f i rst , that par t  between Gonzales and a point three miles 
below Victor ia in which the average cur rent is about three 
miles per hour and the average depth about 8 feeté For the 
second par t, f rom the one hundred and sixth mi le to the mouth 
below Victor ia, the character of the r iver is somewhat 
dif ferent, the average cur rent being one and one-four th miles 
per hour and in the neighborhood of the rafts ( log jams) 
scarcely perceptibleéó 
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òIn the lower part of the river (below Victoria), the principal 
obstructions are the rafts (log jams), of which there are four; the first 
of which completely blocks the river for a distance of 1,850 feeté 
The first of these rafts is a bad obstruction, and would be difficult of 
removal, being composed of several layers of heavy trees wedged 
together and into the banks and bed of the river, the whole forming 
a compact mass some 12 feet in depthó. 
 

 

 Delta History ς COE Report 
 
 



 Delta History ς Snag Boat (1910) 
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Å1945 ς River & Harbor Act (1945)ς Proposes Barge Canal to avoid logs 

Å1951 ς Victoria Barge Canal ς Construction Begins on 14 miles 

Å1953 ς Victoria Barge Canal -1st Phase complete  

Å1965 ς Canal at Turning Basin Complete 

Å1968 -  Docks at Turning Basin Complete 
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 Delta History ς Victoria Barge Canal 



 Victoria Barge Canal at Green Lake  (Flood of 1998)    
 
 
 



Å1963 ς GBRA purchases Calhoun Canal System 

Å1963 ς GBRA encourages log jam removal  

ïRep. John Young recommends COE  clearing jams & tree  for 
7.5miles 

Å1975 ς COE  obtains funding to clear log  on Guadalupe River  

Å1976 ς GBRA constructs boat to remove small jams on Guadalupe 

Å2009 ς GBRA constructs 2nd vessel   
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Causes of Log Jam 
Å Erosion causes trees to fall into river 
Å Slower river velocity 
Å Obstructions 

 Guadalupe River at Horseshoe  



 Delta  Log Jam History  



 Two vessels working in tandem to break-up Jam  



 Miss Guadalupe II ς track hoe breaks up key logs  



 Logs retrieved from river & stacked on bank   



Stacks burned in place    
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Optimal Conditions for Log jam Removal Operations 

 River Conditions Dictate Opportunity  for Removal  



ÅCOE - 1975  - Guadalupe River (selected areas -river mile 3 to 19) 
ïIn 1963, GBRA Provide letter to Congress requesting COE funding    

ÅNRCS - 1999 - Guadalupe & San Antonio River 
ïFunding provided as a result of 1998 Flood Event 

ÅGBRA ς 2008 -San Antonio  River Project  (River Mile 6 to 8) 
ïGBRA used In-House Personal 

ÅNRCS ς 2016 -San Antonio  River Project  (River Mile 6 to 9) 
ïNRCS Funded project 

 

Recent Major Log Jam Removal Projects    
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COE  -Log-jam Removal Project  - 1975 



Guadalupe  River  COE Project  - 1975 
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NRCS Log-jam Removal Project 1999 



Guadalupe & San Antonio River  NRCS Project 1999 



Guadalupe & San Antonio River  NRCS Project 1999 



 San Antonio River Debris Removal  Project   2008 


