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Guadalupe Blanco River Trust

@ Background
< Conservation in the Basin &%
< PCWP Update



...to preserve the unique natural heritage of the Guadalupe watershed for
future generations, by protecting open landscapes, working farms and
ranches, and wildlife habitat through conservation easements, education,

and outreach that connects people to the water and the land.
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The GBR Trust IS a
“land trust”

e A nonprofit organization whose mission
IS to preserve natural resources and open
space

e Land trusts work with willing landowners to
protect property and natural resources

8§ 56 million acres across nationally
protected by land trusts through 2018.

f§ 1.6 million acres conserved across
Texas through 2018.




Texas Land Trust Council Conservation Lands Inventory
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Benefits of
|_and Conservation

e Preserve prime farm and ranch lands
e Protect water quality
e Reduce the impact of urban sprawil

e Create recreation opportunities
through parks and trails

e Protect wildlife habitat and threatened
ecosystems

BEnhance the quality of life




Tools of Conservation

1. Conservation Easements (“Holder”)
2. Fee Simple Properties

3. Educational workshops and community engagement

 Fas . " O behali of the Guadalupe Blanco River Trust Teans:
Pleasejoin us

Date: Dec 15

artNational Bank -~ Community Room
111 5. Main 5¢
Lockhart, TX 78644

& provided and pledse expect an agenda-and mep within & few days:,
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Conservation Easements

What it is What it is NOT
« Voluntary written agreement * Not a transfer of deed or
between a landowner and a ownership

qualifying organization

« Does not require public land
 Protects natural resources, open 2CCess

space or historic features




Conservation: Impact in the Basin
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Dreamcatcher Ranch
Working Farm




Pagel Property

Whooping
Crane habitat

o Tivoll, TX
— Refugio County
e 74 acres




2017 Outreach In the Basin

New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce — Economic Development
SABAY Crab Trap Removal

EarthShare Meeting

Kerr County Conservation Easement Workshop
Advocacy Day

Texas Land Trust Council State Conference
Coleto Creek Naturefest

Luling Foundation Field Day

UGRA Rotary Presentation

UGRA Board of Directors Presentation
Lockhart City Council Plum Creek Presentation
GBRA Better Basin Day
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Annual Site Visits

¢ Review of the previous report
& Checklist for current year "
@ Meeting logistics

@ Photograph

« Landowner Survey

Preservation MATTERS.

1. Tilled crop area:  acres:

East Elevation
® 30°0'9"N, 98°19'48"W +16.4ft A 1216t
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3,568,339
3,106,589
15,000
1,600,000
30
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Excursion to retrieve crab traps in SA Bay
Counties with GBRT activity
Easements/projects

Acres added of protected land
Fee Simple properties

Grant awards

Dollars awarded 2016-2017
Dollars utilized 2017

Acres protected by GBRT
Acres protected in Texas
Land trusts in Texas

Percent of privately held land in Texas

Inquiries received this year




Plum Creek Wetlands
Preserve




Plum Creek Wetlands Preserve
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Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust
2017 Easements and Preserves
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Protecting over 15,000 acres from the Hill Country to the San
Antonio Bay




Plum Creek Wetlands Preserve ; et
is located 3 miles north of Lockhart. |77 NG
2512 N. US. Hwy. 183
[ Lockhart, TX 78644
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Plum Creek Wetlands Preserve Primary
Management Goals

Protect, maintain and enhance the wetland, riparian and
additional wildlife habitat on the property

Provide appropriate outdoor recreational opportunities while
protecting the conservation values of the property

Provide scientific and educational opportunities related to

)
J STATE OF TEXAS
| DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

——— e
PLANS OF PROPOSED
‘ PLUM CREEK MITIGATION PARK




Progress

TX Dot transfer (2014)

Conservation Deed Recorded (2016)

ANCA Visit (2016)

Grant Submittals (2015 & 2017)




A Peer Consultation
by the
Association of Nature Center Administrators
March 17-19, 2016

Final Report Submitted by:
= Haley Breniser, Executive Director, Grass River Matural Area, Bellaire, MI
= Dawe Catlin, Principal, David Catlin Consulting, Springfiekd, MO
= John DeFillipo, Director, John Bunker Sands Wetand Center, Seagoville, Texas
= Ann Riling, Marketing & Communications Director, Association of Mature Center
Administrators, Cortez, CO
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ANCA
P.0.Box 484
Logan, UT 84323
{800) 490-ANCA
435-787-8209

ANCA Consult Process

1. Review of all documents

Member
anca

Association of Nature Center Administrators




Challenges

* Floodplain
Safety
Fence maintenance
Trail maintenance and repair
Access

Plum Creek
Wetlands Preserve

Owned and Managed by
the Guadalupe Blanco River Trust

~ No public access allowed at this time.
800-413-4130
www.gbrtrust.org




Recommendations

» ldentify and Prioritize key steps for
public access

e ldentify a key leader

» Create a Specific Project Mission
and Vision Statement

e Secure an upland site for visitor or
nature center out of the flood plain

» Evaluate Available Resources
(partnerships, funds, staff, time)




Unique
Opportunity

Beautiful Community involvement Significant site for waterfowl

Education, education, education Nursery for wetland plants Natural setting

Improve water quality Hunting Fishing Enhances the community

Walking, hiking and birdwatching Great for Scouts  Enjoyable and safe




PCWP Planning Committee
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I Plum Creek Conservation District




Wish List

Signage package
entrance, trail markers, educ., rules
Fencing
Acquire land out of flood plain
ATV
Mowing/herbicide application
Leave-behind-piece
Logo
Website
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anca/vc

iation of Mature Center Administrators

(GUARALUPE-BLANCD
N

JOHN BUNKER SANDS
TEXAS JON BUNKER SANDS
PARKS &
WILDLIFE

J &tm]_m&ﬂist N

TEXAS AGM

GRILIFE
EXTENSION




>

Drone Footage Road Maintenance
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Map of neighbors
Grazing lease contract
Identifying stakeholders
Mission statement

E
USGS 88172480 Flun Ck at Lockhart, Tx EUSGS

USGS 08172400 Plum Ck at Lockhart, TX
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Plum Creek Wetlands Preserve
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Carrie Kasnicka, Executive Director
| ckasnicka@gbrtrust.org

Cell: 630-567-1717

| Like us on Facebook fi8
Twitter @GBRTrust
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