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Established by the Texas Legislature
GBRA was created in 1933 as the 
Guadalupe River Authority under Section 
59, Article 16 of the Constitution of Texas 
as a water conservation and reclamation 
district and a public corporation. It was 
reauthorized in 1935 as the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority by an act of the 
Texas Legislature (VCS Art. 8280-106).

Sound Management and Administration
GBRA is governed by a board of nine 
directors who are appointed by the 
Governor and confirmed by the Texas 
Senate. Directors serve six-year terms, with 
three directors appointed or reappointed 
every two years. Board committees 
meet periodically to recommend and 
review policies, programs and actions 
for consideration. Management and 
administrative duties are carried out by the 
general manager and staff in accordance 
with policies established by 
the board. 

Planning for the Basin and Texas
GBRA’s primary responsibilities are to 
develop, conserve and protect the water 
resources within its 10-county statutory 
district, which begins near the headwaters 
of the Guadalupe and Blanco Rivers, 
ends at San Antonio Bay, and includes 
Kendall, Comal, Hays, Caldwell, Guadalupe, 
Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria, Calhoun and 
Refugio counties. Planning and resource 
development efforts for the Guadalupe 
River basin are carefully coordinated within 
the broader consideration of regional and 
statewide water needs.

Self-Supporting Operations
GBRA cannot levy or collect taxes, 
assessments, or pledge the general 
credit of the State of Texas. Funding for 
special projects comes from state and 
federal grants. All other revenues for 
maintenance and operation as well as 
capital requirements are obtained from the 
products and services GBRA provides to 
customers throughout the basin. 

Vision
The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority is 
a widely recognized leader in managing 
water resources that benefit both people 
and the environment. 

Mission 
The mission of GBRA is to protect, 
conserve, reclaim and steward the 
resources of the district, and provide 
leadership in regional cooperation, in 
order to enhance quality of life for those 
we serve. 

Guadalupe-Blanco 
River Authority 
of Texas
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GGBRA is governed by 
nine directors, 

appointed by the 
Governor of the 

State of Texas and 
confirmed by 

the Senate. 
The 10 counties in 
GBRA’s statutory 

district are 
represented on a 

rotating basis. 
Each director serves 
a six-year term with 

three directors 
appointed or 

re-appointed every 
two years.

GBRA
Board of Directors

Oscar H. Fogle, Director
Caldwell County
Reappointed 2011, Gov. Rick Perry

Rusty Brockman, Vice Chair
Comal County
Appointed 2011, Gov. Rick Perry

Tommy O. Mathews, II, Chair
Kendall County
Appointed 2011, Gov. Rick Perry

Grace G. Kunde, Director
Guadalupe County
Reappointed: 2009, Gov. Rick Perry

William R. Carbonara, Director
DeWitt County
Appointed: 2013, Gov. Rick Perry

Dennis L. Patillo, Sec.-Treas.
Victoria County
Appointed: 2011, Gov. Rick Perry

Don B. Meador, Director
Hays County
Appointed: 2013, Gov. Rick Perry

Kenneth Motl, Director
Calhoun County
Appointed: 2013, Gov. Rick Perry

Darrell McLain, Director
Gonzales County
Appointed: 2013, Gov. Rick Perry
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Operations
1. Canyon Park Estates Wastewater Treatment Plant

2. Canyon Dam and Reservoir and  
 Canyon Hydroelectric Plant

3. Cordillera Ranch Water Distribution System
 and Wastewater Treatment Plant

4. Comal Trace Water Distribution System and   
 Johnson Ranch Water Distribution System and  
 Wastewater Treatment Plant

5. Western Canyon Water Treatment Plant

6. Buda Wastewater Treatment Plant

7. Shadow Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant

8. Sunfield Wastewater Treatment Plant

9. San Marcos Water Treatment Plant and  
 IH-35 Treated Water Delivery System

10. Northcliffe Wastewater Treatment Plant

11. Guadalupe Power Partners Raw Water  
   Delivery System

12. Dunlap Wastewater Treatment Plant

13. Lake Dunlap (TP-1) Hydroelectric Plant  
 and Regional Raw Water Delivery System

14. Lake McQueeney (TP-3) Hydroelectric Plant

15. Lake Placid (TP-4) Hydroelectric Plant

16. GBRA Main Office and Regional Laboratory

17. Lake Nolte (TP-5) Hydroelectric Plant and   
 Nolte Island Park

18. Springs Hill Wastewater Treatment Plant

19. Lockhart Wastewater Treatment Plant #1

20. Lockhart Wastewater Treatment Plant #2

21. Lockhart Water Treatment Facility

22. Luling Water Treatment Plant and Luling to 
 Lockhart Treated Water Delivery System

23. Lake Gonzales (H-4) Hydroelectric Power Plant

24. Lake Wood Park (H-5) Hydroelectric Power Plant

25. Coleto Creek Park and Reservoir

26. Diversion Dam and Salt Water Barrier

27. Crestview Subdivision Wastewater Treatment Plant

28. Port Lavaca Water Treatment Plant and Calhoun  
 County Rural Water and Canal System Division
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GBRA Operational Chart

General Counsel

Executive Manager for 
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for Business Development 

and Resource Management
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Administration and 
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Relations and Policy

General Manager/CEO

Senior Deputy General Manager
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Senior Advisor to  General Manager
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(September 1, 2015 – August 31, 2016)

Year in
Review

G
B

R
A

SEPTEMBER 2015
• Bryan Serold, who began his career with the Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority as a land rights agent in 1976, 
eventually became GBRA’s Lower Basin Manager in 1995. He 
retired in September 2015 after a total of 39 years of service.

• GBRA hydroelectric crews initiated on Sept. 28, 2015, 
the 4-week schedule for maintenance on the spill gate 
at Lake Gonzales (H-4). The work performed was 
routine maintenance.

OCTOBER 2015 
• The GBRA began unveiling the kiosks for its River Heritage 
Tour in each county of its statutory district. Local officials 
revealed River Heritage Tour kiosks in Boerne, Luling, New 
Braunfels, Seguin and Victoria on Oct. 13. Kiosks in Cuero and 
Gonzales were revealed Oct. 14. And, kiosks in  
Port Lavaca, San Marcos and Refugio were shown Oct. 15.  

• The Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust (GBR Trust) Board 
of Trustees named two staff members to take the reins of 
the GBR Trust. Todd Votteler, Ph.D., was named to fill the 
position of Executive Director.  Votteler was named the first 
Executive Director of the GBR Trust in 2001.  The GBR Trust 
Board also appointed Carrie Kasnicka as the organization’s 
new Conservation Director.
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• The GBRA Board of Directors selected officers for the 
calendar year beginning January 2016. Board members re-
elected Tommy Mathews as chairman, Rusty Brockman as 
vice chairman and Dennis Patillo as secretary/treasurer.

JANUARY 2016 
• After lowering hydro lake levels about 4 feet, hydroelectric 
crews performed inspections during the month of January to 
determine damages that occurred from flood events in May 
and October.  

• In the spirit of transparency and better serving its 
constituents, GBRA began 2016 by offering videos of its 
monthly Board of Directors meetings available online. 
Audio/visual presentations of the meetings may be 
accessed from the following link: http://www.gbra.org/
board/meetings.aspx.

• January marked the tenth anniversary of the start-up of 
the San Marcos Water Treatment Plant and the GBRA 
Regional Raw Water Delivery System’s service to citizens in 
the Hays County area. 

FEBRUARY 2016 
• In a deal designed to pave the way for GBRA officials to 
fulfill the groundwater component of its Mid-Basin Project, 
the Board of Directors approved the river authority’s 
purchase of Texas Water Alliance Limited (TWA), from SJW 
Corp.  Their vote provided authorization of the GBRA general 
manager to execute purchase of the assets and conduct 
business related to the sale.

• At the end of October 2015, torrential rains and flash 
flooding struck the Central and South Central Texas region, 
including the Guadalupe River basin, for the second time in 
six months. The Blanco, Guadalupe and San Marcos rivers 
and many of their tributaries all experienced significant 
flooding. Overall, about 13 inches of rain fell in the area of 
Travis, Hays, and Caldwell counties and two people died in 
the flooding.

NOVEMBER 2015 
• Results from the city of San Marcos general and special 
charter amendment election held Nov. 3, 2015, indicated 
voter approval of a proposition requiring no addition of 
fluoride to San Marcos municipal water supply.  GBRA, 
as operator of the San Marcos Water Treatment Plant, 
terminated the practice of adding fluoride to the drinking 
water treated at the plant in mid-November at the request of 
city officials.

• A partnership involving the Guadalupe Blanco River Trust 
(GBR Trust), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
and local land owners formed the basis of conservation 
planning and acquisition of vital habitats for threatened 
and endangered species in Texas is being supported with a 
$316,800 Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation 
Fund (CESCF) grant. Potential properties are located in 
Calhoun and Refugio counties and primarily will benefit the 
whooping crane, Atwater’s prairie chicken and northern 
aplomado falcon. 

DECEMBER 2015 
• Hydroelectric crew members began adjusting lake levels to 
perform inspections on the hydro lakes from the flood events 
that occurred in May and October.
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• Two entities, GBRA and The Aransas Project (TAP), 
that spent years in litigation over Guadalupe River water 
use and how it affects the wintering population of the 
endangered whooping cranes began finding common 
ground and announced collaboration on a white paper.  
This white paper between GBRA and TAP provides a 
framework to address human and environmental issues for 
the benefit of the Guadalupe River system, including San 
Antonio Bay and Estuary, and to seek funding for studies 
related to this endeavor.

MARCH 2016 
• The 31st Annual Great Texas River Clean Up, of which 
GBRA was an organizer, was held March 5. More than 700 
volunteers picked up more than 17,000 pounds of trash and 
more than 7,000 pounds of recyclables from the upper San 
Marcos River to Stokes Park, Purgatory Creek, Sink Creek, 
Sessom Creek, Willow Creek and Cottonwood Creek.

• One of two spill gates at Lake Wood (H-5) malfunctioned 
during a rain event in March. Hydroelectric crews and 
structural engineers continue to evaluate potential 
replacement options, as well as studying all of the aging 
gates on the hydroelectric system.

APRIL 2016 
• In early April, nature organizations participated in the 
inaugural Nature Fest at Coleto Creek Park. The event 
included exhibits and activities along the shoreline of 
Coleto Creek Reservoir to educate participants of 

all ages about native 
wildlife and the importance 
of conservation.

MAY 2016 
• On May 21, the communities of Comal County joined GBRA 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the celebration of 
the 50th Anniversary of Canyon Dam and Reservoir. More 
than 400 people attended the event.  

• After approving a motion in April of appointing Kevin 
Patteson, former Texas Water Development Board executive 
administrator, as GBRA’s new general manager and chief 
executive officer, Patteson assumed his duties on May 2. 
Patteson replaced retiring general manager 
William “Bill” E. West, Jr. 

JUNE 2016 
• GBRA’s new general manager and CEO Kevin Patteson 
appointed two new administrators. Darrell Nichols, who 
was named senior deputy general manager, and Jonathan 
Stinson, who was named deputy general manager, joined 
GBRA on June 1.
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• Work crews completed an expansion of the Shadow Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant that serves the Shadow Creek 
Subdivision near Buda, Texas.  The Shadow Creek WWTP 
was expanded from 0.162 million gallons per day (mgd) to 
0.372 mgd, and was put into service June 22.

• GBRA water treatment operators temporarily substituted 
chlorine as the disinfecting agent in the drinking water 
treatment process in place of its regularly used chlorine/
ammonia compound at the Port Lavaca Water Treatment 
Plant _ a routine process performed from June 20 
through July 8.

JULY 2016 
• The first in a series of herbicide applications was performed 
to control the invasive aquatic plant hyacinth at Lake 
Gonzales (H-4) as part of the GBRA Aquatic Vegetation 
Monitoring Program. Hyacinth is a bulbous flowering aquatic 
plant growing in abundance in parts of the Guadalupe 
River. It is easily spread by clippings that break loose and 
float downstream or by attaching to boat propellers. The 
overabundance of hyacinth, particularly along banks and in 
low-flow areas of the lake, creates a hindrance for boat traffic 
and recreational use of the water.

AUGUST 2016 
• Governor Greg Abbott appointed to the GBRA Board of 
Directors Ronald J. “Ron” Hermes of Seguin and reappointed 
Thomas O. “Tommy” Mathews, II, of Boerne and Dennis L. 
Patillo of Victoria for terms set to expire on Feb. 1, 2021. 
The board oversees water resources for communities 
in its 10-county statutory district which begins near the 
headwaters of the Guadalupe and Blanco rivers, goes on 
to San Antonio Bay, and includes Kendall, Comal, Hays, 
Caldwell, Guadalupe, Gonzales, DeWitt, Victoria, Calhoun, 
and Refugio counties. G
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The Guadalupe River basin includes about 400 miles of stream 
beginning near Kendall County and crossing through nine more 
counties before ending near the briny waves of the Gulf Coast. 
The area includes some impressive gardens and gardeners, 
because here, people who love digging in the dirt can do it 
almost all year long.
 
Given the chance, a Texas gardener taking a river boat trip 
journey through the basin might jump out numerous times 
along the way to get a closer look, collect seeds or cuttings, 
dig a hole, and maybe insert a plant. So, in addition to an 
overview of GBRA’s fiscal well being, think of this report as a 
gardener’s tour of the Guadalupe River basin with a special 
guide to some of the plants that grow within it. We tried to 
keep it to 10 great plants, but this proved impossible. Many 
more are mentioned in our story.
  
Gardeners do not like bare spots where plants could be 
growing, and cannot choose one favorite plant. They like to 
recycle, reclaim, beautify, teach others and learn how to adapt 
to a climate that is alternately mild and harsh.

Here are some of the stories our readers will enjoy on this 
gardening tour: 
• In the far South Texas counties where the fragrant Plumeria 
tree is popular, some gardeners dig them out of the ground 
each November to keep them from freezing and replant them 
in the spring. One gardener we met gives this treatment to 
about 20 trees every year.  
• In Gonzales County, 1880s-era logging denuded the land 
of the Guadalupe Black Walnut tree. As a project, master 
gardeners there work with schoolchildren on a replanting 
campaign for the gargantuan tree. 
• Texas sage holds its position of dominance in manicured Hill 
Country gardens as well as rough-and-tumble rights-of-way 
adjacent to major highways. One of the reasons you find this 
sage almost everywhere in Texas, under many different names, 
is its ability to thrive even during drought and show its superb 
strength in 100-degree-plus temperatures.  

Consider this introductory section your field guide to the 
treasures you will find in the Guadalupe River basin. 

Thomas O. Mathews, II
Chair, Board of Directors

Kevin Patteson
General Manager/CEO
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T E X A S  S A G E

Use:  
Shrub

Exposure: 
Sun

Water use:
Low

Heat, cold tolerance: 
High

Blooms: 
Purple in summer and fall

Height, width: 
8 feet each way

Evergreen: 
Yes; leaves can be fewer 
in winter

Maintenance: 
Low to none

Deer resistant: 
Yes

Our basin boat tour begins in Hays County with one of the 
most important plants in Texas—the iconic Texas sage plant. 
These beauties are what motorists see along highway rights-
of-way and in bone-dry fields. 

To view an example of this plant, we will hike up a hill in 
Dripping Springs, to the gardens of Lori Broughton, president 
of Hays County Master Gardeners. 

Her Texas sages, like most of the plants in our tour of the 
Guadalupe River basin, require little water to thrive. But give 
this shrub a little humidity and watch the purple blooms 
pop. Known by the common names of Cenizo, purple sage, 
barometer bush, ash-bush, Cenicilla and Senisa—to list only 
a few—the Texas sage’s botanical name is Leucophyllum 
frutescens. People often point to the traditional silver leaf 
variety when referring to Texas sage, but the “green cloud” 
version that Broughton planted is another type worth getting 
excited about. It is hardy, beautiful, and offers a contrast to 
its silver sister. 

Broughton likes this variety’s evergreen advantage because 
as other perennials disappear at the change of a season 
or turn into winter sticks, this is a pretty shade of green 
throughout the year. She also likes that she can trim the plant 
to stay inside the borders of a confined area, or let it climb 
taller than a person. 

AT THE MOUTH

OF THE BASIN: 

SAGES AND

NOT MUCH SOIL
by Barbara Elmore
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M E A LY  B L U E  S A G E

Use: 
Beds, borders, meadows

Exposure: 
Sun

Water use: 
Drought tolerant; 
avoid planting in wet areas

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Tolerates heat  

Blooms: 
Throughout summer

Height, width: 
1-2 feet tall and sprawling

Evergreen: 
No

Maintenance:
Prune after flowering to 
prevent legginess

Deer resistant: 
Yes

Although resistant to the nibbling of deer, purple sage puts 
out the welcome mat to bees and butterflies. Broughton 
likes this plant’s performance so much that she planted three. 
Her first one, in the ground five years, is huge and thriving. 

Another version of salvia does well in her landscape: 
Salvia farinacea ‘Henry Duelberg’, also known as Mealy 
blue sage or Mealycup sage. This plant is recognized by 
pollination ecologists as attracting large numbers of native 
bees, according to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center 
in Austin. 

“I saw that on the side of the road,” Broughton says. “It was 
thick around an abandoned house. I tried to propagate it but 
could not.”
 
She found one for sale at a feed store in Wimberley and now 
enjoys its carefree beauty in her landscape. “I give it a haircut 
twice a year and it blooms,” she says.
She also grows other perennials like Salvia greggii, and a 
spineless cactus with round paddles that she found in Austin. 
“It is huge and happy and has bright yellow blooms.” She 
grows vegetables, too. 

Like other gardeners, Broughton finds the soil of Dripping 
Springs a challenge. She moved from Houston, where she 
understood how to plant in gumbo and how to nurture 
different types of plants. In that more tropical climate, she 
was able to establish a wildlife habitat in her back yard. 
In Dripping Springs she grows “a lot of beautiful rocks” in 3 
inches of soil. She copes by using a special soil mix for native 
plants, and by finding the right plants. 

She also remembers a long-ago lesson from her gardener 
parents, who promised her a corn plant (Dracaena) if 
she passed geometry. “They were new and expensive,” 
Broughton recalls of the houseplant. Her parents knew how 
to bribe her with flowers and started her on a lifelong path.
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C O W P E N  D A I S Y

Use: 
Often grows in disturbed land

Exposure: 
Sun

Water use: 
Drought tolerant

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Tolerates heat

Blooms: 
Throughout summer

Height, width: 
1-4 feet tall and sprawling

Evergreen: 
No

Maintenance: 
Minimal

Deer resistant: 
Yes

If our boat had a seat belt, we would advise buckling up 
for the next leg of this journey. We are headed to Kendall 
County, where Cathy Downs does not dawdle in her quest to 
feed butterflies. When Downs is not in her own garden, she 
is probably traveling the state telling others the importance 
of growing plants for butterflies and teaching how to do it. 
There is lots of work to be done to keep butterflies fed, so 
walk fast. 

As a master naturalist and a conservation specialist for 
Monarch Watch, a network of students, teachers and others 
who are dedicated to the study of the Monarch butterfly, 
Downs keeps her eyes on both annuals and perennials that 
do well in Comfort. 

If she had to choose only one annual, she would plant the 
Cowpen daisy. She likes that it blooms annually from April to 
November—meaning that it supplies food for butterflies and 
bees even in late fall when food supplies might otherwise be 
scarce—and that it is drought-tolerant. 

This plant’s botanical name is Verbesina encelioides, and 
some people call it Golden crownbeard or Butter daisy, 
the latter name likely because of its bright yellow, 2-inch 
flowers. A bonus, Downs adds, is that deer don’t like it. Nor 
do other four-legged roaming grazers. 

Among other perennial favorites in her garden, Downs listed 
the previously mentioned Mealy blue sage—most of the 
plants listed here can be found throughout the state—as 

DOWN THE RIVER: 

COWPEN DAISY 

AND GAYFEATHER 

BRING IN 

BUTTERFLIES
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well as a tall, fall-blooming nectar plant called gayfeather, 
Liatris spicata. The showy, stalky, feathery purple blooms 
on this plant come from the top down instead of from the 
bottom up. 

Gayfeather, which sounds like a party animal, also goes by 
the common name of Marsh blazing star. Despite the fancy 
names, this is not a plant to choose for your landscape when 
it is blooming. That’s because if you choose it only for the 
blooms, you might be disappointed at its appearance after-
bloom. Gardeners seem to either love it all of the time, or be 
surprised by its non-bloom appearance. You can dead-head 
Gayfeather after it blooms to keep the garden tidy. 

Once established, Gayfeather multiplies quickly. Gardeners 
plant both corms and seed, and report that the corms show 
a result more quickly. 

Like many butterfly plants, Gayfeather offers an equal-
opportunity buffet line to bees, and gardeners also note that 
it is pleasing to rabbits and birds.  

For fall-blooming nectar plants, Downs lists among her 
favorites the Maximillian sunflower and Thoroughwort, also 
called Boneset. And of course she grows the unusual-looking 
Antelope horns, the larval host for Monarch butterflies. 

Antelope horns, Asclepias asperula, are perfect for meadows 
and fields and they grow wild along roadsides. These plants 
help Monarchs by encouraging them to lay their eggs in a 
friendly place. Once the eggs hatch, the babies eat the plant. 
In this way, Monarchs reproduce. Downs propagates 
milkweeds from seeds she gathers on her property. The 
pod looks like an Antelope horn—thus the name.  

G AY F E AT H E R

Use: 
Prairie plant, along fence lines, in 
cut-flower gardens

Exposure: 
Sun to partial shade

Water use: 
Likes moist but not wet soil

Heat-tolerance: 
Yes. Bulbs, or corms, cold-tolerant 
to zone 3

Blooms: 
Purple; mid-summer to late fall

Height: 
2-6 feet 

Evergreen: 
No. May take several years to 
establish

Maintenance:
Minimal but can be dead-headed 
after bloom

Deer resistant:
Yes
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TREES FOR SHADE, 

ROSES FOR COLOR

Now let’s head for Gonzales County, where the focus is both 
on tall and close-to-ground plants. Think trees and roses. 

Gail Johnson, a past president of Gonzales County Master 
Gardeners, does not hesitate when asked what she would 
plant if she were starting with a blank landscape. Her first 
choice in this part of Texas, where summer heat bakes roofs, 
ground, people and animals, is a shade tree. Not just any 
tree will do. She picks a white oak. 

Not that Johnson has no white oaks. She does. But she 
doesn’t have as many as she would like, and she believes 
they are an excellent choice for this neck of the woods and 
would like to see more. 

“The majority of trees in Gonzales County are red oaks, 
cedar elms and hickory; they are the most common, 
naturally occurring trees,” she says. However, many of 
them die because of hypoxylon canker, a fungal disease that 
destroys stressed trees. It is common in oaks and 
other hardwoods. 

Live oak, a popular choice for the landscape, is susceptible 
to oak wilt, she adds. 

Her solution, and that of many other students of 
horticulture? Diversify the canopy. White oaks are a good 

M O N T E R R E Y  OA K

Use: 
Landscape tree

Exposure: 
Sun, part shade

Water use: 
Drought-tolerant but likes 
regular watering

Height, width: 
Mature trees can be 60 feet wide 
to 80 feet tall
  
Evergreen: 
Semi-evergreen

Deer resistant: 
Few trees are deer-resistant. 
Protect foliage and bark with cage 
when tree is young
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choice because they are resistant to oak wilt and are much 
more likely to survive it if they get it than are other oaks. 

Johnson is partial to the native Monterrey oak, also known 
as Mexican white oak. Its botanical name is Quercus 
polymorpha. “Some of the white oaks don’t do well here, but 
the Monterrey does,” she says. 

Although her organization, Gonzales Master Gardeners, 
promotes many other trees on their website, Johnson notes 
that the group especially like the Guadalupe Black Walnut, 
“an enormous tree” that was wiped out by logging in the 
late 1800s. To repopulate the area with this tree, master 
gardeners teach third graders the history of the tree, what 
they were used for, the importance of conservation, and the 
results of species loss. 

Members gather nuts capable of germination from the trees 
still there, and, in the fall, each student plants a nut. Trees 
that come up are kept in a greenhouse where the students 
can visit them. “The following year, the students return as 
fourth graders and help to distribute and plant their trees,” 
according to the website of Gonzales Master Gardeners. “We 
hope our children will someday be able to tell their children 
how they each helped to make the black walnut common in 
Gonzales County once again.

Before departing from the subject of trees, Johnson offers 
this advice: plant native trees and buy them locally. 

And now for another plant that Johnson recommends—
roses. Specifically, she likes Earth-Kind rose cultivars that 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service selects based on rose-
garden research. These shrubs are normally disease-free, 
pest-free, and require little, if any, chemical rescue. 

For a pink rose, she likes Belinda’s Dream, the first rose to be 
designated an Earth-Kind cultivar. She favors its “huge, pink 
tea rose-shaped blossom.”

For those who prefer a yellow rose, Johnson recommends 
the Nacogdoches rose, also known as Grandma’s Yellow  
rose. This repeat bloomer is not an Earth-Kind rose but it is a 
Texas Superstar plant, given that designation after research 
on its toughness, reliability, disease-resistance 
and appearance. 

B E L I N D A ’ S  D R E A M 
R O S E

Use:
Shrub, containers, cut-flower garden 

Exposure: 
Full sun

Water use: 
Moist until established 
(about a month). Average water 
needs afterward

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Hardy zones 5-9

Blooms: 
Regular blooms spring, summer, fall

Height, width: 
5 feet by 5 feet

Evergreen: 
Semi-evergreen

Maintenance: 
Light pruning improves appearance 

Deer resistant: 
No
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Use:
Shrub, low hedge, cut-flower garden

Exposure: 
Full sun for 6 hours daily

Water use: 
Regular watering best

Heat, cold tolerant: 
Likes Texas heat; needs cold 
protection zones 6 and lower

Blooms: 
Repeated throughout summer

Height, width: 
3 feet wide, 5 feet tall

Evergreen: 
Semi-evergreen

Maintenance: 
Pruning and fertilizing recommended

Deer resistant: 
No

The lower basin has the advantage of moderate winter 
temperatures. 

Translation: Perennials that die back in late fall or winter on 
the upper part of the Guadalupe River basin are often thriving 
here. The disadvantage is that so many plants do well here, 
picking one or two favorites becomes more difficult.  

But truthfully, picking one or two favorite plants is difficult 
anywhere. So in Victoria, as in other parts of the basin, 
we asked for a favorite or two, and then asked for other 
good plants.   

Pat Plowman is a member of Victoria County Master 
Gardeners, and she was on the original team that planned 
and planted Victoria County’s demonstration gardens, an 
ambitious project spanning more than a decade. This amazing 
group of gardens was planted in phases, and now is known as 
Victoria Educational Gardens, or VEG. If you visit, be sure to 
plan at least an hour to look around—more if you are a reader 
of signs and labels.  

The VEG includes all types of gardens for children and 
adults and demonstrates best practices for planting 
everything from turf grasses to water lily ponds. The VEG’s 
location is at an old air base with an officers’ club in the 
middle. Even the swimming pool at the club was put to good 
use. “That’s where our tropical garden and water garden 
are,” Plowman says. 

DOWN SOUTH 
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Plowman chooses the showy, yellow-blooming Esperanza, 
also called Yellow Bells, as the plant she would grow if she 
could choose only one. Its botanical name is Tecoma stans.  
“You cut them down and they are back in three or four 
months,” she says. She also is sold on the bright color this 
plant offers the garden, and the butterflies it lures in.

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin notes that 
this plant appears “from south Texas west to Arizona and 
south through Mexico and Central America to South America 
as far as northern Argentina, as well as in southern Florida 
south through much of the Caribbean.”

If you can, try to find Tecoma stans var. angustata, which is 
shorter, more drought-tolerant, and more cold-tolerant than 
some of the tropical varieties sold in nurseries.

Running close second and third on Plowman’s list are 
Firebush and Mexican bush sage.
  
Firebush, Hamelia patens, is a tropical shrub that also can be 
cut down in early spring for a return in a few months, with its 
red, tube-shaped flowers followed by berries. Mexican bush 
sage, Salvia leucantha, produces flowers from late summer 
into fall, and is especially showy in the garden in the later 
months of the year. It attracts butterflies and hummingbirds.
 
Plowman spoke of one more tropical plant that is popular in 
the lower basin and even in temperatures that are not gentle 
in the winter. More about that on the final leg of our paddle 
down the river.

F I R E B U S H

Use:
Shrub, containers, small tree

Exposure: 
Sun to partial shade; 
blooms better in sun

Water use: 
Drought-tolerant once established

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Loves heat; consider it an annual 
from Central Texas northward

Blooms: 
Bright red and tubular, June 
through November

Height, width:  
5 feet wide, 3 to 5 feet tall as a 
perennial; smaller as annual

Evergreen: 
No

Maintenance: 
Prune to shape 

Deer resistant: 

No 
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P L U M E R I A

Use: 
Landscape tree, containers, 
cut-flower gardens 

Exposure: 
Sun

Water use: 
Water regularly when soil is dry. Take 
care not to overwater container plants. 
Needs no water when dormant

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Loves the heat; protect in winter. 

Blooms: 
Summer; may take a couple of years for 
new Plumeria 
to bloom

Height, width: 
Small tree size in the ground; will grow 
to the size of pot in container

Evergreen: 
No.

Maintenance:  
Fertilize regularly during growing 
season with water-soluble fertilizer. 
Prune for size control

Deer resistant: 
Yes.

THE 

INTERNATIONAL 

LANGUAGE OF 

PLUMERIA

Now for the tree with a common name that sounds like 
dessert: Frangipani. That’s because it is dessert. It’s a tree, 
too, but there is a Frangipani cake, a confection that might 
include almonds or pecans. Depending on the recipe, the 
cake could also include vanilla and coconut.

Hungry yet? Just wait until you catch the scent of a 
luscious Plumeria.
 
Gardeners in Texas love Plumerias. And they have to love 
them to grow them, because these tropicals require a little 
more care than the ubiquitous Texas sage. We’ll get to the 
care in a moment, but first: Plumerias are the tree that 
Hawaii made famous by using its flowers in the island’s 
welcoming leis. The flowers offer many colors and scents.
 
People who love Plumerias live all over the world. And some 
Texas gardeners like the tree so much that they are willing, 
each winter, to save them from the elements (even in South 
Texas) by digging them up and putting them in storage until 
the following spring. That is because this tree of the tropics 
does not like a bit of cold weather.
 
Every year, John Balcar, a master gardener on the Texas 
coast, stores his 15 to 20 Plumeria plants indoors. This is a 
practice adopted by some Victoria gardeners too, says Pat 
Plowman. They are less trouble when planted in a pot, she 
adds. Balcar agrees. Some of his are in pots, and some are 
planted directly into the ground.
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But are they easy to grow and maintain? “If you follow the 
instructions, they are not difficult to grow,” says Balcar. 
“Most of mine are in the ground and I dig them up.” Each 
fall, he cuts off the leaves, bare roots the trees, and stores 
the plants in a dark room because they don’t need light in 
the winter. “In November I bring them in, and I bring them 
out the first part of April.”

Balcar’s romance with Plumeria trees began when his wife, 
also a gardener, bought one with red blooms at a nursery. 
He joined the Plumeria Society of South Texas. Then he and 
other gardeners began trading. That was in 1994.

Now that he knows his Plumeria trees, he teaches other 
how to graft and prune them. The tree’s bloom can be 
1 to 5 inches wide, he says, and different varieties offer 
different scents. “Sixty percent have a scent. Some smell like 
peaches,” he adds. Others might smell like vanilla. 
Think of a delightful scent and a Plumeria with that aroma 
probably exists.  

Balcar plants his cuttings in a mixture of one-third potting 
soil, one-third sand and one-third mulch. “Cut off the limbs 
and just plant a stick.” Then exercise patience. “If it takes, it 
will shoot out new leaves in three to six months.” Plumerias 
also grow from seed. 

M E X I C A N  B U S H 
S A G E

Use: 
Shrub

Exposure: 
Sun

Water use: 
Drought-tolerant but does need water

Heat, cold tolerance: 
Tolerates heat well and 
hardy in some areas in winter, 
if mulched 

Blooms: 
Fall

Height, width: 
3 feet wide, 5 feet tall 

Evergreen: 
Depends on area

Maintenance: 
Little to none; prune in fall or spring, 
depending on area

Deer resistant: 
Yes
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General Office
 
General Division
Canyon Hydroelectric Division

Guadalupe Valley 
Hydroelectric Division
 
GBRA Laboratory

Rural Utilities Division

Water Resources Division
933 East Court Street
Seguin, TX  78155
TEL: 830 . 379 . 5822 or 
800 . 413 . 5822
FAX: 830 . 379 . 9718
Website: http://www.gbra.org

Luling 
Water Treatment Plant
350 Memorial Drive
Luling, TX  78648
TEL: 830 . 875 . 2132
FAX: 830 . 875 . 3670
email: jdowney@gbra.org

Port Lavaca 
Water Treatment Plant
Calhoun County Rural Water 
Supply Division
Calhoun Canal System
P. O. Box 146
Port Lavaca, TX  77979
TEL: 361 . 552 . 9751
FAX: 361 . 552 . 6529
email: sshelly@gbra.org

San Marcos 
Water Treatment Plant
91 Old Bastrop Road
San Marcos, TX  78666
TEL: 512 . 353 . 3888
FAX: 512 . 353 . 3127
email: jsharp@gbra.org

Western Canyon Regional 
Treated Water Plant 
4775 South Cranes Mill Road
Canyon Lake, Texas 78132
TEL: 830 . 885-2639
FAX: 830 . 885 . 2564
email: jrojas@gbra.org

Buda 
Wastewater Reclamation Plant
P. O. Box 216
Buda, TX  78610
TEL: 512 . 312 . 0526
FAX: 512 . 295 . 1207 
email: eboettner@gbra.org

Coleto Creek 
Division
P. O. Box 68
Fannin, TX  77960 
TEL: 361 . 575 . 6366
FAX: 361 . 575 . 2267
email: svazquez@gbra.org

Lake Wood 
Recreation Area
Route 2, Box 158-A 
Gonzales, TX  78629
TEL and FAX: 830 . 672 . 2779
email: mhenneke@gbra.org

Lockhart Wastewater 
Reclamation Division
4435 FM 20 East
Lockhart, TX  78644
TEL: 512 . 398 . 6391
FAX: 512 . 398 . 2036
email: emontana@gbra.org

Lockhart 
Water Treatment Division
547 Old McMahan Road
Lockhart, TX  78644
TEL: 512 . 398 . 3528
email: emontana@gbra.org

Principal Offices and
Business Locations

105
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