
Water Quality and 
Quantity Protection and 
Water Conservation 
Updates
CLEAN RIVERS PROGRAM, APRIL 2022

David Baker
davidbaker@wimberleywatershed.org

Robin Gary
robingary@wimberleywatershed.org

mailto:davidbaker@wimberleywatershed.org
mailto:robingary@wimberleywatershed.org


State of the Hill Country Report
8 key Conservation and Growth Metrics 
 Spring Flow Chapter

Highlights the connectivity of groundwater 
and surface water and the relationship 
between Trinity and Edwards Aquifer 
groundwater systems. 

 Conserved vs. Developed Lands Chapter
Compares investment in conservation lands 
to urbanized or developed lands by county 
throughout the Hill Country.

 Collaboration
 Texas Hill Country Conservation Network
 The Watershed Association is a member 

organization & on the Steering 
Committee.
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www.ourtxhillcountry.org

http://www.ourtxhillcountry.org/


Jacob’s Well GMZ Permit Planning Guide
Permitting Overview

 Limited Groundwater Available
GMZ Rules limit available permits to 
protect spring flow and groundwater 
supplies within the GMZ.   

 Collaboration
 Hays Trinity Groundwater 

Conservation District
 Hays County Development Services
 The Cypress Creek Project
 The Watershed Association is a 

member of the Cypress Creek 
Project.
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https://wimberleywatershed.org/2022/04/18/groundwater-permit-planning-guide-for-western-hays-county/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/2022/04/18/groundwater-permit-planning-guide-for-western-hays-county/


Two New Monitor Wells
Jacob’s Well Groundwater Management Zone

 Multiport Monitor Well
9 independent zones to allow monitoring of 
Middle & Lower Trinity

 Dual Completion Monitor Well
Two sampling intervals to continuously monitor 
water level fluctuations in Middle Trinity 
formations (Lower Glen Rose, Cow Creek)

 Collaboration
 Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer Conservation 

District
 Hays Trinity Groundwater Conservation 

District.
 Hays County
 Wimberley Valley Watershed Association
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https://wimberleywatershed.org/2022/04/11/two-new-monitor-wells-for-the-jacobs-well-gmz/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/2022/04/11/two-new-monitor-wells-for-the-jacobs-well-gmz/


Wimberley Water Advisory Group
E.coli monitoring of Cypress Creek and Blanco River

 Swim Season Sampling
 11 Sites
 Samples collected by 

volunteers
 Analysis done by the 

Edwards Aquifer 
Research and Data 
Center lab

 Collaboration
 Wimberley Civic Club
 Wimberley Lions Club
 Wimberley Chamber of 

Commerce
 Wimberley Valley 

Watershed Association
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https://wimberleywatershed.org/impactareas/watershedprotection/bacteria-sampling/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/impactareas/watershedprotection/bacteria-sampling/


Conservation Lands
Jacob’s Well Groundwater Management Zone

 Dry Cypress Tract
The Watershed Association finalized the 
purchase of 74 acres adjacent to the 
Colemans Canyon Preserve in November 
2021.

 Colemans Canyon Preserve
Appraisals and conservation easement 
baseline almost complete.  The transfer 
to Hays County is estimated for early 
summer 2022.

 Collaboration
 Hays County
 Wimberley Valley Watershed 

Association

6

https://wimberleywatershed.org/2021/11/18/watershed-association-purchases-74-acres-of-dry-cypress-for-recharge-protection/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/2021/11/18/watershed-association-purchases-74-acres-of-dry-cypress-for-recharge-protection/


Blanco Water Reclamation Task Force
Alternatives to Direct Discharge
 Transition to TLAP

Blanco City Council voted in favor of pursuing a 
phased and/or hybrid permitting approach through 
the TCEQ to obtain a Texas Land Application Permit 
(TLAP) to transition away from direct discharge into the 
Blanco River.

 CRP Monitoring Sites
CRP data collection was integral to informing this 
decision.  High nutrient loads downstream of the 
existing discharge altered water quality substantially 
and threatened aquatic habitat and recreational use.

 Collaboration
 City of Blanco
 Protect Our Blanco
 Wimberley Valley Watershed Association
 Meadows Center for Water and the Environment
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https://wimberleywatershed.org/current-issues/blancowater/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/current-issues/blancowater/


Art4Water
Sacred Springs Kite Exhibition
 Raising awareness of Texas’ springs 

through Art
 30 professional artists from across the US
 50 art pieces that have been 

transformed into kites
 On display throughout the library & in 

main atrium

 Collaboration
 Wimberley Valley Watershed Association
 Austin Public Library
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https://wimberleywatershed.org/impactareas/art4water/

https://wimberleywatershed.org/impactareas/art4water/


Thank You!
 Good policy needs good science.  
 Science needs to be accessible to be 

meaningful.
 Good stewardship goes a long way.
 Karst rocks!
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